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A free press is essential for a free society. Much of the press and radio and most news weeklies, however, cater to the material and sensational, yielding to the many pressures that play upon 
narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic practice anc a rational defense system. For 
those who would maintain their dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth, Between The Lines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts drawn from the most authoritative sources, which 
provide a greater insight into the crucial issues of our day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





*“*What Can I Do?” 


Young people considering avenues of service during the summer 
vacation will find a variety of challenges in the work-study projects of the 
American Friends Service Committee program for the summer of °59 — 
usually mid-June through August. Age qualifications range from 18 to 21, 





depending orm the project. 

Work Camps — in the U.S.: 
Community projects involving hard 
physical labor in situations of real 
need. Locations: coast to coast. The 
cost: $135. to cover maintenance, 
insurance and some program costs. 
Campers are asked to pay as much 
toward this expense as they are able. 
Typical projects: In Maine and 
Arizona, work with Indians to fill a 
swamp for a playground, winterize 
a Tribal Hall, add a kitchen, con- 
duct recreation program for Indian 
children. In Michigan, work with 
migrants to build a child care center 
and conduct recreation programs. 

Work Camps — Overseas: Ap- 
proximately 50 American volun- 
teers will be sent to international 
camps sponsored by AFSC and oth- 
er organizations. In addition Amer- 
ican volunteers who will otherwise 
be in Europe, the Middle East, Afri- 
ca or Japan can also apply for as- 
signments. Projects usually involve 
land clearing. playground, road and 
building construction. The cost: 
About $550. which includes trans- 
portation, maintenance, insurance, 
orientation and personal extras. Fi- 
nancial aid available. 

Community Service in the U. S.: 
Work as internes with social agen- 
cies, directing day camps, organiz- 
ing community programs, working 
with local committees to improve 
neighborhood conditions. Conduct 
craft classes or make surveys of de- 
linquency, minority integration, de- 
teriorated housing. Internes share 
in a cooperative household, plan 
their own educational programs. 
Cost: Internes work for mainte- 
nance which includes room, board, 
insurance. They receive a $50. sti- 
pend for personal expenses during 
the summer. Location: Chicago; 
Oakland. Calif.; Seattle, Wash.; St. 
Louis, Mo.; N. Y. C. 

In N. Y. C. a few participants 
will be accepted for work in an es- 
tablished year-around project in 


East Harlem. Members live in the 
neighborhood, find own jobs, share 
evenings and week-ends with neigh- 
bors. Cost: Earnings are pooled to 
cover project expense. 

Community service units in Mex- 
ico encourage projects of self-help 
in under-developed villages. Volun- 
teers live among villagers, work 
closely with local authorities on vil- 
lage improvement projects. Sum- 
mer units, July and August; year- 
around units beginning in Septem- 
ber. Cost: $200 plus transportation 
for the summer units. For year- 
around units, $60. per month which 
includes insurance and spending 
money. No one accepted for less 
than three months. Limited finan- 
cial aid available. 

Institutional service in state hos- 
pitals for emotionally disturbed chil- 
dren or adolescents; in homes for 
the retarded; in mental hospitals. 
Unit members work as attendants, 
responsible for the care and welfare 
of patients; duties may include sim- 
ple nursing, personal attention to 
patients. assistance in recreational 
activities, some ward housekeeping. 
Locations: coast to coast. Cost: 
Members contribute approximately 
$15 per week from their earnings 
to cover room, board, etc. 

Internes in industry live together, 
sharing cooperatively household 
chores and responsibilities. Begin 
by finding regular jobs (usually un- 
skilled) in factories. Once employed, 
they share insights gained from their 
job experiences, study first hand 
the problems of industrial society 
and confer with leaders of labor and 
management, social service and edu- 
cation. Locations: Philadelphia and 
Chicago. Cost: about $16. per week 
from factory wage to cover room, 
board, insurance, project expenses. 

For further information, write 
to the American Friends Service 
Committee, 20 S. 12th St., Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa. 





OST-WAR AND PRE-WAR PORTRAITS —a study in contrasts: 
Captain Mitsuo Fuchida, who led the Japanese air attack on Pearl 
Harbor, is now a Christian evangelist visiting in this country. He at- 
tributes his conversion to the influence of Jacob Deshazer, one of Gen. 
Doolittle’s air raiders over Tokyo, who is now a Christian worker in Japan. 
Fuchida is the only one of the 70 Japanese air officers participating 
in the Pearl Harbor attack who survived the war. Brooding over the mean- 
ing of his survival, Capt. Fuchida happened on a religious pamphlet writ- 
ten by Deshazer, describing his bitterness against the Japanese after con- 
finement in a Japanese prison camp and then his conversion and his vow to 
become a Christian missionary in Japan. This inspired the Japanese airman 
to buy a Bible which he read avidly. Soon afterward, Fuchida met Mar- 
garet Covell whose missionary parents had been killed by the Japanese 
while in a Philippine prison camp. He discovered that she also was doing 
Christian work among the Japanese people. against whom she bore no 
hatred. “Reading the Bible helped me to find something I greatly needed 
and to understand these remarkable young Americans who had found peace 
and meaning in their lives through forgiveness,” testifies Capt. Fuchida. 
On the other side of the world, the young U. S. airman who led the 
atomic attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki has not been so fortunate in 
the atmosphere of “Christian” America. The AP reported (Mar. 17) that 
Claude R. Eartherly, who was at the controls of the pilot plane in the atom 
bomb runs over the Japanese cities, had been again arrested in Texas for 
armed robbery. Eartherly has been in and out of jail, and has also been a 
patient in Veterans’ mental hospitals. Psychiatrists have testified that the 
much decorated airman is suffering from a guilt complex and has told the 
doctors that he feels responsible for the killing of 100,000 people in Hiro- 
shima and for the deaths of another 50,000 in Nagasaki. 


Capt. Fuchida and Major Eartherly should be brought to Washing- 
ton to appear before the Congressional Foreign Relations and Military Af- 
fairs committees. They should visit the National Defense Council where 
young Officers briskly unfold charts and maps; heavily decorated members 
of the high command expound atomic military tactics; young business go- 
getter representatives of ship, plane, missile and electronic manufacturers 
hover alertly in the anti-rooms. Would the post-war perceptions and anguish 
reflected on the faces of Major Eartherly and Capt. Fuchida have any in- 
fluence on the pre-war atmosphere in today’s Washington? 


X-Ray and Forecast 


UST what would you think if you were told that much of your tax 

costs were unnecessary, that the fears of war filling the press and 
haunting your dreams and future plans were based on deliberate distor- 
tions? What would you say if we reported this to be the opinion of high of- 
ficials in America’s most important secret intelligence agency? 

AMID ALL THE WAR ALARMS over Berlin. Iraq, etc., a fac- 
tual report from a high official in the Central Intelligence Agency flatly re- 
futes the talk about the war danger from a Soviet attack on any area of the 
free West. The Deputy Chief of the CIA, Robert Armoy (whom the United 
Press editors call the “second-best informed American on what the Rus- 
sian Communists are doing, thinking and planning”) stated before an im- 
portant gathering that Russia is neither ready for war nor preparing for 
war, that the Kremlin does not want a war, though the Communists will 
fight if they are forced to. 

Verifying almost every facet of this Newsletter’s more hopeful and 
constructive reports on communism and Russia, Mr. Armoy stated that 
U. S. intelligence agents have learned that about 18 months ago, the Krem- 
lin, after making an exhaustive study of the Soviet’s political and economic 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


situation at home and abroad, came to a firm decision that peace was essen- 
tial for the accomplishment of the Communist aims. Without an uninter- 
rupted opportunity to fully develop Russia’s resources, the Kremlin decided 
that the party would have to fight for survival in the face of resurgent 
capitalism in Western Europe, and the bludgeoning power of Red China in 
the East, to say nothing of the conflicting interests of the U. S. In other 
words, reported Robert Armoy, the Russian leaders decided that they must 
have peace during the next 15 years; thus they are not mobilizing for war 
nor are they preparing for war. “At the most,” says Armoy, “they are strik- 
ing a balance between military preparations . . . and the other expenditures 
essential for economic development.” 

THE BERLIN CRISIS, Mr. Armoy describes as a bluff on the part 
of Khrushchev to enable the East German situation to be “clarified.” The 
Kremlin feels it is essential at this time to establish East Germany as an 
“independent” Marxist state —a part of the international system of Soviet 
states, which is the long-range aim of international Marxism. 

THE CIA EXPECTS THE KREMLIN to follow this general pat- 
tern in the next 15 years: 

e Develop the sputnik diplomacy to the utmost, for this provides a 
short-cut to parity with U. S. military power. Atomic missiles enable Rus- 
sia to avoid the great expenditures that would be otherwise required to 
match the huge U. S. Navy and Air Power, for the space missiles with one 
stroke render the U. S. sea and air armadas obsolete. The U. S. Navy is five 
times stronger than Soviet sea power, and U. S. long-range bomber forces 
at least twice as large as Russia’s. (Jane's Fighting Ships.) It is at this point 
that U. S. citizens have been most unfairly and grossly deceived by their 
own officials. 

e Do all possible to forward dependable indigenous native Commu- 
nist rule in the satellite areas, advancing the concept of “independent” 
Communist states in the universal Soviet system to remove the stigma of 
Moscow’s domination, while making every effort to protect Russia’s vital 
economic and political ties to these states. 

e Exploit all available avenues of Communist expansion through 
economic and technical aid in underdeveloped areas and by stirring revolu- 
tion among the masses in non-Communist areas. 

The CIA Deputy Chief warned that the U. S. “must never tempt 
the Russians into a major military path by weakening at any point for they 
will take advantage of any weakness we show.” While Mr. Armoy thus 
emphasized the importance of maintaining a strong U. S. military power to 
undergird the political strength of the West. so that his declarations could 
not be assailed as undermining what might be termed a rational U. S. de- 
fense program, the statements by Mr. Armoy definitely puncture the “state 
of emergency” psychology. which the military extremists — in and out of 
uniform, in politics and in industry — seek to perpetuate. 

A unique factor in the meager press reports on Armoy’s statement 
was the comment by the United Press editors that Mr. Armoy’s remarks 
did not “get the publicity they deserved, despite the fact that what he had 
to say was pretty good news for the U. S. citizen.” (UPI, Mar. 23.) Did 
vour local papers and radio carry this important item which appeared un- 
der small headings — in at least a few major newspapers? Why is it that 
this sort of information with good news for the overburdened American 
taxpayer is not given the place it deserves in our news? 

This Newsletter has featured similar reports in the past, including 
some made by Allen Dulles, the chief of the CIA (BTL, Dec. 15.) For the 
CIA head has. on more than one occasion, also warned that the Sovict was 
girding for economic and social warfare, rather than military. Yet Con- 
gress continues to block or cut the appropriations for economic and techni- 
cal aid while quickly granting all the huge appropriations for military 
spending. Of course, much of the defense money finds its way to plane. 
missile and arms industries in many a Congressman’s home district. This 
Newsletter makes bold to charge that there are the elements of a gigantic 
hoax lurking in the background of this defense picture which will someday 
plague us when we have to face the economic chaos which the present pub- 
lic dishonesty and profligacy will inevitably create. 





VUSSILE INFLATION JUST BEGINNING 


HIS CIA report should have influence on the multi-billion dollar mis- 

sile debate, now occupying official circles. The arguments center on 
whether the U. S. should go all-out to produce the intercontinental ballistic 
missiles in the largest possible quantities in their present imperfect state of 
development — or continue to depend on our long-range, high-speed bomb- 
er squadrons while pursuing the further development of ICBM’s. The ex- 
tremists, continuing their unsupported warnings that the Soviet may attack 
ut any time, urge that we build large quantities of guided missiles at what- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Birth Control and Religion 


World Protestant leaders have called a Conference in England to 
develop a common policy on family planning and birth control. The con- 
ference has been designated as a study of Responsible Parenthood and the 


Population Problem. 

Political leaders, scientists, histo- 
rians and educators are all alarmed 
over the population explosion over 
the world. Because the Roman 
Catholic church vigorously opposes 
any effort to encourage birth con- 
trol, this Protestant move has par- 
ticularly far-reaching significance. 

Social scientists estimate that in 
the SO years between 1950 and 
2000, the population of the devel- 
oped countries will increase 74 per 
cent, while the population in under- 
developed countries (comprising 
two-thirds of the globe) will increase 
180 per cent. Historians warn that 
the population explosion is the chief 
enemy of a free society; that to pro- 
mote democracy and thwart com- 
munism. nations must have an ade- 
quate standard of living. Population 
growth tends to absorb all the re- 
sources of the underdeveloped 
countries; thus birth control be- 
comes an emergency program in 
much of the world. In densely pop- 
ulated countries such as India, In- 
donesia, Egypt and China, im- 
proved standards of living are soon 
outrun by the birth rates. General 
industrial development, larger food 
supplies, migration only temporari- 
ly alleviate the problem. 

The UN is preparing to establish 
family planning agencies in many 
countries, agencies that are prepared 
to serve all who are interested in 
birth control, and to provide expert 
counseling for planned parenthood. 
Protestant groups feel that a reli- 
gious note needs to be injected into 
this movement, especially because 
of the negative Catholic position. 

In this connection, Indian scien- 
tists have announced the discovery 
of a chemical contraceptive that 
can be taken orally, a pill made 
from the derivitives of the Asian 
green pea. (N. Y. Times, Feb. 23.) 
The new product has been tested 
exhaustively and will soon be ready 
for distribution. Since oral contra- 
ceptives will be inexpensive and 
their use easy to explain, social sci- 
entists are cheered by the possibili- 
ty of prompt results from birth con- 
trol programs throughout the world, 
especially in areas where such pro- 
grams are most greatly needed. 

Perhaps the facts of the popula- 
tion explosion will force the Roman 
Catholic church to give ground on 
its rigid attitude toward family 
planning and birth control. For the 
Vatican has recently evinced a new 
interest in the theory and study of 
evolution. a science long banned in 
all Roman Catholic educational and 
theological circles. 

A sensation in Rome last Janu- 
ary followed the attendance of sev- 


eral Cardinals at a series of lectures 
on evolution by the famous scientist, 
Johannes Huerzeler, who has been 
teaching at the University of Rome. 
Before concluding his public lec- 
tures Dr. Huerzeler was invited to 
visit Pope John XXIII. Scientists in 
touch with Vatican officials report a 
clear impression that the Vatican is 
reappraising the theory of evolu- 
tion. The fine points of the reap- 
proachment of Vatican thoughts on 
evolution apparently hinges on 
whether modern evolution teaches 
that man evolved separately as a 
distinct specie or whether he is the 
direct descendent of apes and oth- 
er branches of the simian family. 
(Darwin did not teach that man de- 
scended from apes, but from an 
ape-like creature.) 

The discovery last summer of a 
skeleton in a soft coal mine in 
Italy has greatly stimulated new in- 
terest in the question. Scientists esti- 
mate that the four-foot high crea- 
ture lived more than ten million 
years ago and was well on the way 
towards “humanization.” possessing 
marked man-like traits, though still 
an “ape-like creature.” These re- 
ports support the view prevailing in 
many responsible circles that epoch- 
al changes are gathering force with- 
in the body of the Roman Church, 
as BTL has frequently indicated. 





Forgiveness & Psychiatry: The 
noted psychiatrist and chief of the 
Child Psychiatry Division of St. 
Luke's Hospital in New York, Dr. 
E. A. Loomis, has stated that the 
spirit of forgiveness is linked closely 
to mental health. “The lack of for- 
giveness causes the isolation of a 
person and thus leads to loneliness 
and frustration. Forgiveness is a 
form of repentence, which in itself 
is a process whereby man seeks to 
reinstate himself in a relationship of 
love and respect of his fellow beings 
and with the creative powers of the 
universe. When this spirit is absent, 
alienation and frustration destroys 
personality and mental efficiency.” 
Dr. Loomis is also a professor of 
psychiatry in religion at the Union 
Theological Seminary. 





Frame of Reference: A com- 
prehensive picture of the spir- 
itual concepts and personal phil- 
osophy that constitutes the back- 
ground of Between The Lines 
and its editor may be found in: 

Journey Into Light, Charles A. Wells’ 
most recent book. Handsomely printed in 


hard-cover binding. Illustrated by the av- 
thor. 142 pages, $2.50, pp. 

Think On These Things, a collection of 
Mr. Wells’ drawings with pertinent com- 
ments, Attractive, heavy paper binding, 87 
pages, only $1. pp. 

Order from Between The Lines Press, 152 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


ever cost and despite the fact that what we produce will promptly become 
obsolete. 

MODERATE CIRCLES in Washington believe that the Soviet’s 
lead in missiles is balanced by the capacity of the U. S. to devastate Russia 
through our superior long-range bombing squadrons, plus the medium- 
range guided missiles we are placing on our bases abroad. Eisenhower and 
his supporters in the Administration argue with the extremists that our 
present balance of destructive power provides a sufficient deterrent. (Amer- 
ican rocket scientists discount Russian statements that the U.S.S.R. has 
5,000-mile missiles capable of pin-point accuracy. The scientific world is too 
familiar with what each nation has achieved in rocketry and space orbiting.) 

When you scringe to make your next income tax payment, remem- 
ber that it is the missile warfare, more than anything else, that is likely to 
bring a boost in Federal taxes, forcing inflation still higher, lowering the 
value of the dollar. While missile costs are secret, here are figures current 
among missile men: Each new Atlas costs from $1.5 million to $2 million. 
One ICBM wing. consisting of 60 Atlases with its installation, costs well 
over $1 billion. At least $10 billion will be spent on these giant ICBM’s. 
According to the Wall St. Journel, $7 billion will be spent on a fleet of 
Polaris submarines. About $2 billion has already been spent on the Bomarc 
and it is still in the experimental stage — and weapons scientists are declar- 
ing it is already obsolete! (AP, Feb. 20.) Work has started on its successor 
— the Nike-Zeus — an anti-missile rocket that will cost an estimated $7 
billion to develop and produce. Much of the huge administrative and main- 
tenance cost is not included in these figures. You get an idea of what the 
missile program is costing by recalling that the entire atom bomb develop- 
ment cost only $2 billion, And the missile program is only started! 


RADIATION REVELATIONS 


ADIATION, like taxes, strikes everyone — and deception and sup- 
pression continue to pervade the problem of atomic radiation. For 
some time, scientists have pled for a Federal agency to establish and mairi- 
tain the nationwide standards of radioactive contamination. The demand 
has been for the control and responsibility of radiation to be taken from 
the Atomic Energy Commission and be placed in the hands of Federal 
Public Health authorities. For months this debate has been kept hushed, 
some Senators charging the AEC with suppression of facts which the pub- 
lic has a right to know since these facts have no relation to military secrecy 
— especially the radiation that resulted from the Argus tests last August. 
A REPORT by the National Advisory Committee on Radiation, 
composed of noted radiologists, physicists, geneticists and public health of- 
ficers, has made it clear that the standards of measurement used by the 
Atomic Energy Commission are based on out-of-date and inadequate 
knowledge, thus liable to dangerous misinterpretations and faulty judgment. 
The report of the National Advisory Committee on Radiation states that 
the present situation calls for “boldness and decisive action.” This recom- 
mendation. which by implication strongly indicts the decisions and judg- 
ment of the AEC in the past, is dramatically emphasized by increases of 
strontium-90 in the milk supply over various areas of the U. S. and the in- 
creased deposits of fall-out over the wheat fields of the northwestern states. 
When this news first broke during February, the AEC issued statements 
that the increased fall-out was of no consequence, that there was no cause 


for alarm, since the contamination was still well under permissible limits. 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 


The Forgotten Front 


The overemphasis on militarism by U.S. leadership, which leaves 
all other Government activities on starvation budgets, prevents our use of 
the most powerful cold war weapons. The brutal suppression of Tibet by 
Red China, like the Hungarian revolt, could be, if properly exploited, 
a more powerful force against Communist expansion than 1000 A-bombs. 
Millions of people in Asia, the Mideast, Africa and Latin America will hear 
little or nothing of the Red oppression of Tibet because we have no means 
to tell them of it, just as the U.S. propaganda voice hardly rose above a 
hoarse whisper during and after the Hungarian revolt. We spent over $40 
billion on arms this year, while only one-fourth of 1 per cent of that 
amount — $100 million — had to cover all our cold war propaganda ac- 





tivities... 


. the weapons of the mind. Russia’s propaganda budget totals 


at least $1 billion annually. Of course, no fat contracts go out for the 


weapons of the mind. 


Test Case 


A measure of communism’s ap- 
peal for today’s youth may be 
gauged by the return of 5,000 youth 
from East Germany to their orig- 
inal homes in Greece. During the 
Greek Civil War of 1946-49, 
28,000 young Greeks were taken as 
refugees to East Germany. Since 
they spent their most impressionable 
years behind the Iron Curtain, their 
arrival home in Greece has been 
watched with intense interest by po- 
litical and educational authorities on 
both sides of the Iron Curtain. Ob- 
servers report that few of them 
have expressed favor for the Soviet 
world. They missed normal family 
life and detested the regimentation 
and the monotony of rationed food. 
They also speak of the cultural im- 
poverishment due to the lack of 
freedom in the arts and religion. 

On the other hand, while they 
are eager for family life and enjoy 
reading the books they choose, see- 
ing the movies and the plays they 
prefer, they don’t praise unreserv- 
edly the non-Communist society. 
Greece is having a depression, and 
many returnees can’t find jobs. They 
despise the idleness and cannot un- 
derstand why there isn’t enough 
work for everyone as there was 
“over there.” Food was monotonous 
“over there’ but they were fed, 
whereas at home, without jobs, they 
won't even have enough to eat. 

They can’t understand why farm- 
ers in Greece still have no modern 
equipment and why the state does 
nothing to enable farmers to im- 
prove their production. They are 
astounded to find that the land is 
often owned by an absentee land- 
lord who never visits the place or 
cares what happens to it, except 
that he gets his own large share of 
profits which usually takes all the 
farmer makes except a bare suste- 
nance. And they can’t understand 
the poor schools, for “over there” 
they were compelled to go to school, 
and many subjects not available in 
most schools in Free Greece — 
mathematics, languages, etc. — 
were taught to them whether they 
liked them or not! The impressions 
of these young people are being 
widely discussed in Europe. 


Religion On Campus 


Religion can play an important 
role on a university campus. When 
it is centered in non-denomina- 
tional and _inter-racial activities, 
students flock to such a program. 
At the University of California 
(L. A.), a $400,000 building has 
been provided for the activities of 
such a religious center, and over 
4,000 students are participating in a 
wide range of campus programs. 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish 
clergymen and professors provide 
guidance and counseling. Students 
seek the meaning of religion in their 
lives; especially in times of personal 
difficulties, pastors and priests find 
them responsive. 

The students conduct a summer 
camp for underprivileged children 
of all creeds and color from the 
slums of Los Angeles. Some teams 
are going abroad — for instance, a 
Project India is organized every 
summer for group work in the vil- 
lages and in Indian student centers. 
Ordinarily campus religious activi- 
ties are centered in denomination- 
al student houses —the Wesleyan 
Foundation for Methodists, the 
Westminster House for Presbyte- 
rians, etc. These continue their pro- 
grams but cooperate in the wider 
religious efforts. 


FREEDOM, U. S. A.? When a 
group of young pacifists picketed 
the main gate of Vandenberg A. F. 
Base. Lompoc, Calif., in a legal and 
orderly fashion, with signs saying. 
“Reconciliation, not Retaliation” 
and “ICBMs mean war,” the base 
commander called in the post’s fire- 
men to “clean the crud off the 
road.” Streams of water from high 
pressure fire hoses were turned on 
the group, then some who persisted, 
despite the fierce jets of water, were 
beaten about the head and genitals, 
one of them finally knocked un- 
conscious. When one of the march- 
ers knelt in prayer and was tumbled 
against a wall by the water, another 
of the group tried to cut off the 
hose but he was held by the Air 
Force officers, while a third officer 
beat him severely. After the fire- 
men finally withdrew, the bruised 
pacifists continued picketing. 








Credit Buying and Your Budget 


Some months ago it became apparent that the time payment 
system on cars, household equipment, etc., did not dare expand further; 


in fact, pressures were created to 


contract the credit buying system 


to more secure and safe proportions. But within the last few months, two 


credit systems have been bally- 
hooed on a nationwide scale which 
starts the inflationary trends all 
over again — a business philosophy 
that encourages the American peo- 
ple to spend more than they have. 

The first, the use of the credit 
card system in restaurants, hotels, 
in travel services, etc., has recently 
zoomed over 300 per cent. The Din- 
er’s Club started on $20.000. a few 
years ago and now bills over $91 
million annually and soon expects to 
have over 700,000 members. The 
American Express All - Purpose 
Credit Card, the Hotel Chain Credit 
card systems are all booming. 

Credit experts state that the credit 
card system encourages people to 
spend more money than they would 
if they paid cash. For years depart- 
ment stores and other merchandiz- 
ing organizations have recognized 
that people who charge purchases 
spend about 35 per cent more than 
those who pay cash. No one asks 
whether they can afford it! The new 
phrase, “Impulsive Buying,” enters 
here. Say the experts, “The indi- 
vidual inclination to purchase some- 
thing that attracts his interest is 
much larger if he doesn’t have to 
pay cash for it. If the payment for 
an article can be postponed, his 
impulse is ‘to get it now.’” 

The second credit expansion that 
is rapidly spreading through the 
country is the credit bank deposit 
account by which banks are offering 
the depositors the privilege of esti- 
mating how much they will need to 
pay all their extra bills during the 
coming year, including time pay- 
ments on the car, TV, on the house 
and the children’s educations. The 
systems vary, but the customer usu- 
ally goes to the bank, signs papers 
for the total sum he estimates he 
will need, then the banker estab- 
lishes a credit for that amount to 
the customer's account. All the cus- 
tomer has to do from then on is 
make one monthly payment to the 
bank — at one per cent interest per 
month on the amount of credit 
used. The selling point 
here is that this method ‘enables 
the customer to quit worrying about 
how he is going to meet his pay- 
ments, for the bank will help him 
do it— at just one per cent per 
month.” Of course, the customer is 
not supposed to notice that one per 
cent a month is 12 per cent a year, 
and that he is adding 12 per cent to 
his cost of living. This 12 per cent 
extra cost alone will absorb the sav- 
ings of the average family. Before 
you sign up for such a system, fig- 
ure out how much the interest you 
would pay the bank would buy in 


clothes. shoes, tires for the car and 
children’s school needs. 

All economists attribute the great 
collapse of the 1930’s to an over- 
extension of credit at all levels of 
our economy. If present trends re- 
sult in the same way — and the ex- 
perience of the 1957-8 recession 
demonstrates it can happen again — 
who will be to blame? Who will the 
public blame — the Socialists, Com- 
munists, or capitalism itself? If pub- 
lic confidence in our business lead- 
ership is destroyed — what next? 





Anti-Trust Laws: A study of Fed- 
eral anti-trust policy over the past 
20 years has recently been prepared 
by S. N. Whitney and titled Anti- 
Trust Policies: American Experience 
in Twenty Industries (publ. by the 
Twentieth Century Fund). Mr. 
Whitney’s conclusions reveal that 
the Federal Anti-Trust laws have 
not only prevented the forming of 
monopolistic business combines, 
after the fashion of the European 
cartels, but that these laws have 
been administered with sufficient 
fairness for most industrial leaders 
now to concede that the laws have 
done much more good than harm 
to business. The book does not rep- 
resent official Government policy 
but objectively evaluates Federal 
Anti-Trust action over recent years 
against many corporations in major 
fields of industrial activity, includ- 
ing steel, chemicals, oil, food, tex- 
tiles, etc. The volume demonstrates 
that the anti-trust laws have main- 
tained equality of economic oppor- 
tunity and freedom of entry in busi- 
ness for American enterprise. 





Misleading Ads: The American 
Dental Association, at a recent con- 
vention, severely condemned what 
it called “false and misleading ad- 
vertising’” by manufacturers of den- 
tifrices and toothpastes. It assailed 
all advertising which claimed that 
dentifrices and toothpastes prevent- 
ed dental diseases and decay. The 
ADA stated that no toothpaste or 
dentifrice prevents tooth decay be- 
cause of any ingredients used. De- 
cay is prevented only by careful 
and regular brushing, regardless of 
the cleansing agent used. The asso- 
ciation urged that Congress require 
the manufacturers to prove the 
“reckless claims” rather than leave 
it to the Government to disprove. 





There are nearly 5 million alco- 
holics in the U.S., and fully one 
family out of four has first-hand 
knowledge of alcoholism as a major 
disease, reports Congressman 
George Huddleston, Jr., (D. Ala.) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


But many scientists, who outrank those associated with the Pentagon and 
the AEC, insist that knowledge about radiation is far too limited for any 
such glib judgment; that while the amount of radiation contained in wheat 
and milk has not, in terms of present knowledge, approached a dangerous 
level, most continued research in genetics has shown that the radiation 
damage to human life is usually greater than previous estimates. 

The main difficulty about public understanding of this question is 
that only geneticists are really qualified to judge the effect of radiation on 
human life. Much of the public confusion and misinformation is caused by 
physicists and nuclear scientists associated with military projects who ex- 
press their judgment when, not being geneticists, they are not qualified to 
speak. Such has been the case of Dr. Edward Teller, Dr. Willard Libby of 
the AEC and others whose words are widely published because they are 
associated with the military or the AEC and speak in support of the mili- 
tary test program. But when the leading geneticists voice their fears — 
views that are contrary to the military-AEC position — their words are ig- 
nored or suppressed, though they are the world’s most authoritative voices 
in the field of genetics and thus are the only scientists who can speak with 
authority. 

These scientist-critics of the AEC are able to underscore their argu- 
ments by pointing to the times the AEC has been compelled to lower the 
limits it had previously established as permissible for radiation exposure in 
Government atomic plants, limits they had pontifically declared were 
“firm and safe.” 

Above all, the recent discovery that fall-out filters to the earth more 
than twice as fast as previously estimated, and thus is more than twice as 
“hot.” has thrown the whole question of radiation into a state of emer- 
gency. This is especially true of strontium-90 and carbon-14, the latter a 
deadly contamination which the AEC has barely admitted exists. (Wash- 
ington Post, Mar. 21-26.) Nobel-prize-winning scientist, Linus Pauling, 
who has been labelled “left-wing” for his persistent attacks on U.S. atomic 
policy, warns that estimates of damage done by each 20 megaton test must 
be raised substantially. Pauling’s earlier estimates were that 15,000 serious- 
ly defective children will be born some place on the globe and more than 
15,000 persons die from leukemia or cancer as a result of each 20-megaton 
test. (N.Y. Herald Tribune, Mar. 29.) Will the national publications — that 
headlined Edward Teller’s false reports as the “final word on radiation” 
and made hit-run side-swipes at scientists who dared to speak the truth — 
straighten out the record? 

It is because of this tendency to mislead the public on the truth 
about the radiation from bomb tests and to discount the danger of radia- 
tion, that a demand is growing among the nation’s leading scientists to take 
control of radiation away from the politically controlled AEC and place it 
under the supervision of Federal Health authorities, where geneticists, ra- 
diologists and other qualified scientists can render judgment free of the pow- 
erful military and political pressures that have always dominated the AEC. 


(continued ) 


BERLIN — THE REAL ISSUE 


HE deception of the American people on the problem of Berlin con- 

tinues. All accent is put on the question, “shall we give up West 
Berlin even if staying means war?” — when this isn’t the question at all. 
The issue is: Shall we put guided atomic missiles in West Germany, shall 
we continue the rearmament of West Germany? The Communists have 
wanted us out of Berlin for 13 years, but the crisis did not arise to present 
proportions until the nuclear armament of West Germany and the rearm- 
ament of the West Germans reached a decisive point. The Russians have 
once more openly made known their willingness to withdraw their armies 
from East Germany, from Czechoslovakia and Poland if we will discon- 
tinue rearming West Germany and withdraw our armies from the West 
Zone. 

There is no need for the U.S. to pull out of Berlin. But there is 
need to reconsider the policy of rearming Germany, including the intro- 
duction of atomic missiles, for such action compels Russia to increase her 
military establishment similarly in East Europe. (A few courageous ob- 
servers have lifted the lid on this issue: N.Y. Times, Feb. 22, Mar. 9, 27: 
Christian Sc. Monitor, Mar. 26; Washington Post, Feb. 28.) It is this issue 
which is being debated and negotiated behind closed doors here and abroad 
as the subsequent months will reveal. The deception of the American pub- 
lic on this question bares a disquieting resemblance to the Kremlin’s meth- 
ods of dealing with the Russian people. It is comforting to know that such 
leaders as Senators Wm. Fulbright, (D., Ark.), John S. Cooper, (R., Ky.), 
Hubert Humphrey. (D.. Minn.) and a few others are leading a movement 
to face this issue honestly. 





